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Sydney employers send staff home as mask mandate
kicks in
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‘work from home for the duration of the extended restrictions.

[om |[aom

vdney. the Central Coast
the quired to wear a mask in the
office and have no more than five visitors to their home from 4pm on
‘Wednesday, after the NSW outbreak grew to31 local cases.

Many of Iy on Wednesday
frernoon

allowin ywork from

home or the office if they need to.

In the office employees will need to wear a mask except if they are
completely alone in an enclosed meeting room. I i the first time the NSW
‘government has mandated masks in all workplaces.
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'NABS chief operating officer, Les Matheson, wrote toall 31000 NAB
employees on Wednesday urging them to work remotely if they can Staff
atbranches or who cannot w will b required Fadincome
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‘to wear masks and social distance. Mawhinney raising money again

despite 20-year ban.
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‘Matheson wrote. NSW agriculture minister tests
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do so. For our employ! atthe
clientite, we are asking that they adhere to the requirements of their
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office would need to wear a mask indoors.
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‘mandatory. said Damian Kelly of lobby group Business Sydney.

“Alotof whereas
previously they
S0 there's certainlya bit of caution aboutallthis”

Mr Kelly added that the new rules were a“hammer blow” for businesses in
the state.

“No doubt this is a blow, butit is a blow to the entire community Its a
‘hammer blow for business but before, were
resilient. Hopefully it only for a week- he sald.

v yoffice workers,
would likely choose to work from home rather than have to wear a mask for
anestended period.

Il have a big impact on productivty if youre
sitting there for eight hours wearing a mask
ou'l have to g0 outside to take the mask off
said Mr Bashinsky. an Asia Pacific Partner at
the Josh Bersin Academy. a HR consultancy.

“Employers will have a tough time keeping
‘people n the office for the duration of the day.
50 you'l find more and more people will pt to
work from home  said Mr Bashinsky. an Asia
Pacific Partner at the Josh Bersin Academy. a
HR consultancy.

‘Socially awkward’

place exp  silver people
would not want o go info work.

“Any of these new’
change and newness. and newness is  litte bit frightening for our brain™ Dr
silver said.

bebiaviour - all

distancing norms. re—

bit awkward really knows what the other

person wants, That
way we carty ourselves.” Dr Silver said.
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